Ty ghl:fnl!y due to him
las a great explorer and
| discoverer. _Alonso  de
. Oheda was the first disco-
verer of America, the
creator of the first Euro-

nf the first Church in the
new world, He laid the
foundations of the Spa-
nish overseas empire and
corrected Columbus’ erro-
neous assumption that
the newly discovered
lands were the “West In-
dies”, Alonso de Oheda
—Dragan Ohridski  was
trying to mabilize the
Spanish Kings against the
Ottoman Empire. With
his discoveries he attempt-
ed to make Spain richer
and mightier for an event-
ual war with the suppres-
uers of his own counwry.
attention,
llke that of the rest of Eu-

the Ottoman Empire, but
to_the unknown world
called by him*‘Hard Lmd
There wes an avid desire
for adventure, discoveries
and gold. Dmgm Ohnd-
ski’s last wish was to be
buried under the enfran-
ce cf the chapel of the
monastery of the Francis-
can Crder in Santo Do-
mingo, on the island of
Espaniol, so that every
one would walk over his
hones for having failed to
fulfill his duty to his
homeland.

During the last few
mom.h- (1981—82), ma-

interssting _articles

abnut Alonso de Oheda—
Dragan Chridski  have
been ap)| g in many
publications in Blﬁm
and abroad. They
pear to be the outeome
of the diligent and persis-
tent research of Ivan Di-
mitrov, who is plvpnrmg
a book and a monograpl
nf the works of Dragan

ﬁ of Alonso de Oheda,
e Spanish discoverer
and of Christopher Co-
lumbus’s colleague’.

As I was reading the
publications of Ivan Di-
mitrov, 1 felt proud that
the star of a great Bulga-
rian  sailor—discoverer,
forgotten by both the

wrian and the Spa-
nish hnturmg:phers.
Was reeme

dark t was then,
that | was possesed by
the desire to meet Ivan

Dimitrov and to acquaint
the readers with his difi-
cu.lt!uumey as a discove-
Tere is the interview:
Q. Mr. Dimitrov, when
did you hear about Alon-
so de Oheda for the first
ume ?
During the summer
ol' 1942, as a highschoaol
student I heard talks
about the diary of Mary—

Madlensen Joseph, the
nephew of Di Villar, the
B_re!mnun Herzog . The

diary was from 1491-:
1609. In it, Mary Mladen-
sen announced that Alon-
so de Oheda was
known by the name of
Drah@ihd@ Lihnida . At
that time the di: wu
the possession of

von Cramer, the helr
the Spanish Herzog G

las. Sometime during hn
possession, Cramer had
established that Lihida
was the-ancient name of
Ohrid.

You cannot imagine
the desire that tock hold
of me to study the deeds
of Dragan Ohridski. I had
la we: s fo‘r-h forelg:;
languages from the age o
six. At the time, I oke
freely several of
and immediately he
to check every possibl
foreign Encyclopedm Il
tle was written about
Alonso. Some of his tra-

Ami
pucn, who envied the suc
cess of Alonso de Oheda,
also " calied him ‘Alonso
Negro™.
Later I extended my
research to Vienna, There,

1 found the ‘Mapa Mund.t'

drawn by Juan de la Cas-
sa, with the help of Alon-
so de Oheda. On it, some
of the islands and the
coastal lands of South
America, discovered by
Alonso de Cheda had Bul
garian names. This map
has suhseﬁuemly been
falsified and changed.
Continues on p. 3

oy A torieasts
ze: it proves wu.hnu a
doubt, that Alonso i!.e
Oheda is the Bulgari
Dmgxr‘ empluyed by the

the Xvi cenmhes. not a
single Ih].lan. pani:

other Euro was call-
ed a ‘Negro'. Since Alon
was white, Americo

Vespuci did not have any
rea son for calling him a
‘Negro’. This fact is
khown from a descrip-
tion piven of him by a
contemporary, the chro-
nicler, Bartolome de las
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or DRAGAN OHR!DSKI

- new proofs about
the great
Bulgarian

portrait of Alonso de Oheda
( Dragan Ohridski )
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gan Alomu was a very
mineering person and he
treated the Florentian
only as an adviser and
recorder. This third-rank
fole given to Vespuci by
Dragan Ohridski irritated
and humiliated him pain-

fully. Later on, however,

he would avenze this hu-
miliation by \ml..ng a se-
ries of febricated slories
in which he desnn'm]
himself as the hero, and
every time he had to men-
ticn Alonso de Uheda, he
did not call hir by his
full name but by the de-
tagotaory mickname de-
sq.platmg the -bac Bulga-
rian, that is* Alonso Negro'
lt t be of inter-
est, to look brielly at the
life of Americo Vespuci.
He was bomn on March 9,
1451, in Florence, Italy,
the third child of the im-
poverished nobel family,
Anastasio and Elizabeth
Mini. Americo  received
an i:ducal.ion that was ex-
cellent for his time. Il
worked as a bank clerk in
his native city until his
fortieth year, then he be-
gan to wark for the Floren
tine business firm of -
anotto Berardi in Seville.
This firu was equiping
four ships for a distant
sailing on behalf of the
Spanish Kings.
m January 12, 1494,

sum of 10,000 marvedi
from the king’s treasurer,
Pinelo. On February 3,
1496, the ships set sail
for the Indies, but ufter
two weeks Lhey sank in &
terrible storm.  Vespucel
was saved along with the
most famous people of
the Indies - Christopher
Columbus and Alonso de
Oheda. Vespuci showed 2
desire to participate in
the next expedition most

Ul LTagan—aionso e
Oheda- to king Manuel
the -+ . rtunate. lle also
advised Manuel the Fortu
nate to take the newly
discovered lands of Brazil
but only those lands so-
uth of Cape Branco, at
the 10th parallel. Manuel
waus an energetic king and
immediately ordered a
whole flotilla, which was
to be led by Americo Ves
puci, Lo set sail towards
those lands. To Vespuci's
:.hagnn however, he was
apain given a third-rank
position-of an adviser nnd
a controller. Portuga.
that time had many ¢x |«
rienced sea captains and
pilots, thus the anihitions
of Vespuci remrained unsa:
tisfied. Ile led the Portu-
%ueﬂe along the path of
ragan—-Alonso- and the
lands somevihat south Le-
twezn the 10th and the
o parallels. Tt wus the
!‘u.umese coramanders
ol the Flotilla that m-
ed the coast of Brazil for
the Portuguese (rown
and not Americo Vispuel
Vespuci's reward for the
expedition from the Por-
tuguese monarch was h
miliation.  This  fol
him to retumn to Spain
and he sought comfort in
writing a lefter to Loren
co de Medici, in which he
praised himselgs for un-
dertaking his sécond sail-
ing, this letter, however,
remained  unknown to
the general publie: until
its publication in L7580
by Pertoloci. In his des-
criptions, Americo inve
ed two additional ex
tiona, which in reality h(-
never undertook. In 1505
on the recommniendation:
of Columbus, Vespuci 0in
tuined Epanish eitizen
ship and was appointed
Citef Inspector of Seu
Expeditions, at which




