The article ‘The VENGEANCE OF AMERICO VESPUCI' is u;gere o uur
‘nglish speaking readirs in the hope that the ideas developed by the Iulgarian
“uthor dvan Dimitrov might stimulate further discussions and research, und thus
icad fo new discoveries. We hope that such a wide audience will piake it easier (o
ventually clarify the mystery surrounding the name of Alonso de Oheda, a great
uilor and discoverer, a foreigner in the service of the Spanish Crown, presumed fo
‘¢ Dragan Ohridski - of Bulgarian origin. Such clarification will benefit not only

he history of the world,

aped during the Middle
o experts of the Middle
s your discoveries,

but will also correct some serious misconceptions deve-
‘Ages. This presentation then is in the form of a challenge

Ages. Horizons welcomes your commentaries. Share with

1own as Drahan Lfﬁ)ﬁdﬁ or Dragan Ohridski.

CAN THE ‘PROVEN’ FACTS BE
CONFUSED ? °

Georpi TAMBUEV

Close to forty years

Ivan Dimitrov’s life
ave been dedicated to
e single cause, the un-
weling of the truth
sout Alonso de Oheda—
cagan Ohridski, and of
s restoration from the
blivion of the past. The
‘panish Court knew of
25 Bulgarian origin and
@ this reg el
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sits to Bulgaria, Professor
Bueno from the Universi-
ty of lavana, became ac-
quainted with the works
of Ivan Dimitrov and in
an interview he revealed
that he was going to wri-
te a book in which he
will touch upen the histo-
rical relations between
Bulgariz and the Spenish
speaking world,' It deser-
ves attention,’ he eaid

nd documentation related ta Alonso de Cheda, otherwise

d\ojmgii Oheda or DRAGAN OHRIDSKI — new proofs about the great Bulgarian

ding about Christopher
Columbus, that 14 Italian
cities and 12 nations had
recognized him as their
citizen, and that over 300
portraits pretended to be
authentic,] asked myself:
Why did not any one of
them claim Oheda as
their citizen ? Why was
there only one portrait of
Oheda and yet even it
did not claim authentici-

ty ?

All this inflamed my
desire, and [ set myself
the objective of collect-
ing material about Dra-
gan Ohridski,

Q. When did you make
your first more serious
discovery 7

A, During 1945—1946
while in Yugoslavia, I dis-
covered something about
Alonso de Oheda’s partici
pation in the war of Gra-
nada and some of his sail-
ings. He fough® against
the Moors on the side of
the United Kingdom of
Leon, Castilia and Ara-
gon, in the army of ITer-
zog Medina Seli, one of
the most serious preten-
ders to the throne. Grana-
da’s 9 year war inIapired

n

the Spanish Epos. In this

THE VENGEANCE OF AMERICO
VESPUCI

During the XV century A.D. Ohrid was the largest city and the bi%%es.' cultu-

ral centre on the Balkan penninsula, Its population numbered over 120,000 and 3~
considerably outnumbered the population of Istanbul, which at that time was al- ™
ready on the decline. After the third conquest of (hrid by the Turks, which took
place in 1452, thousands of its eitizens left and escaped fo other couniries. These &
refugees constitutced mainly the enlightened tradesmen, who found haven with the
Itglian statesmen on the island of Sicily and other places. The Bulgarians were usu-
ally received well and behaved well, but there were exceptions. Tiien the misbela-
ing fulgarian was called in Serbia, Dubrovnik, Kotor and Croatia the ‘crn bugarin’
ie. ‘Black Bulgarian’. In other words, Peter became ‘crn Petar’ie. ' Dlack Peter’,
or sometimes 'Petar, crn bugarin’ i.e. ' Petar, the Black Bulgarign'. From there it
moved into the West and eventually was used as the nickname of oll Bulcarians of
the Middle - ges. The nicknarne was passed on to Naly, where it was franslaied Ii-
terally and fram there to S gain. where the Bulgarian exhibiting poor manners was

called 'Bulgaro ng'gro’ or ‘Pietro Negro', when the given name of the respective

- L

person was used. The word ' Negro' was capitalized a5 a personal name.

In his description ef
the exploratory sea-trav-
els and voyages undertak-
en by Christopher Colum
bus ‘and later by Alonso
de Oheda, the name un-
der which Dragan Ohrid-
ski was known as an em-
ployee ‘of the Spanish,the
author. Americo Vespuci
is sympathetic towards
the greifadmiral but hos-
tile towards the latter,
who was a [Dulgarian.
Americo Vespuci knew
that Alonso de Oheda, a
foreigner like himsell in
the Uniled Kingdom of
Leon, Castiiia and Ara;
gon, known later as Spain
was of DNulgarien ongin,
for which Vespuci called
him ‘Alonse Negro’, that
is, Dragan the bad Bulga-
rian The name Alonso in
translation means precise;
ly Dragan.

The facsimile shown
on this page is fron: the
first edition of Americo
Vnspuci:s workes,_ murhlish-

Cassas, and from the only
known porirait of Alon-
so de Oheda, kept in the
Morg¥ientiluseum in Ma-
drid. In the portrait Alon
so de Oheda appears as a
handsome man with an
open and a kind face,
Americo Vespuci how-
ever, had reasons to call
Alonso de Oheda by the
usual nickname of ‘bad
Bulparian’, because he
was displeaserd with him.
There are many versions
in the reason why Ameri-
co Vespuci was included
in the first independent
explomtory sailing  of
1499 led by Oheda.\Vhen
Americo Vespuci was in-
cluded  amongst those
sailing with him and un-
ler the command of
Alonso de Cheda, it was
presumed, that as the el-
dest—48 years of age.and
the most experienced and
educated, Americo Vespu
¢i, would be put in char-
ge of the sailing expedi-
tion. Instead, the expedi-
Hor was enfrusted to the

whao were greedy for new
colonial markets, as were
the Genoise and the Vene
tinns, but Queen Isabella

forbade ull foreigners
from trading with her
overseas possesssions.

This api])lied even to Spa-
niards from the kingdom
of Aragon, who also were
considercd to be forim-
ers. Dy participaling in
the sea expeditions of
Dragan-Alonso in 1499,
Americo Vespucei broke
this rule and commited
a serious crime. After Lhe
successful retumn of the
expedition in 1500, dux
ing which Cuiana, the es-
tuary of the Amazon riv-
er, Drazil, Venezuelz and
a list of islands along the
coast of South America,
were discovered, Dragan
Ohridski was _appoinjed
Govemor of New Epmary
while Anerico Vespuci's
crime was forgiven.

In 1501, Vespuci left
Spain and went to Portu-
gal, where he comnitted
frewsan hy betraying the
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